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Nationality
Italian

Degree
Laurea in Scienze Biologiche cum laude at the University of Rome,
Italy, November 1972

Positions

Professor of Plant Biology at the Univesity of Calabria, Italy (from
2000)

Past-President Vicariant (2012-2014) and Member of Scientific
Commettee of Societa Botanica Italiana ( SBI);

Past-Head Vicariant of the Department of Biology, Ecology and Earth
Sciences Univesity of Calabria (2012-2013);

Past Coordinator of the PhD Course in Plant Biology, belonging to the
Life Sciences School of University of Calabria (2012-2013);

Past-Head of the Department of Ecology- Univesity of Calabria (2003-
2012);

Past- Member of Senato Accademico (2006 - 2012) and Comitato di
Coordinamento e Programmazione of University of Calabria (2003 -
2012);

Past-Member of the Scientific Committee of the University of Calabria
for the scientific activities assessment by CIVR (2004-2008) and
ANVUR (2004-2010);

Past-Head Delegate for Courses Organization in the Faculty of
Mathematic, Phisic and Natural Sciences (2000-2003);

Teaching
Botany, Plant Biology and Plant Physiology ( for Degree in Biology
and Biotechnology) ; Botany ( for Degree in Natural Sciences).

Scientific activities

External examiner (Opponent) for Ph.D. dissertations in Italy and
United Kingdom; Organizer of symposia, workshops and meetings on
Plant Developmental Biology; Supervision of Ph.D students;
Supervision of Post-doctoral fellows



Research field
Plant developmental and adaptive biology

She works in this field since more than forty years. Currently, she
coordinates a research group of more than 8 members: three of them
have a permanent position belonging to the DiBEST Department of the
University of Calabria; the other components are early researchers
(Ph.D students and post- Doc).

Research interest deals with the cytophysiological and molecular
bases of plant development and plant growth plasticity in response to
environmental cues. For long time in seventies the research focus was
on meristem activity and cell commitment and differentiation. Many
complementary aspects have been investigated in various species (
mainly in wheat and onion) and several approaches have been
applied: from cytological and autoradiographic studies to
cytophotometric analysis of nuclear components. From nineties the
attention has been largely addressed towards the relationship between
hormone circuitry and genetic network underlying cell fate and
developmental processes, as well as towards the involvement of
methylation-related epigenetic mechanisms in modulating plant
response to developmental stimuli and environmental/stressful
factors. Beside A. thaliana model plant, most of these studies have
been carried out in species of agronomic (olive, peach, citrus) or
ecological relevance (P. oceanica seagrass and psammophyte plants) in
relation to aspects dealing with plant productivity/product quality and
environment monitoring/restoration, respectively.

The applied approaches include: optical and confocal microscopy;
immunocitochemistry detection of hormone distribution and
cytological pattern of DNA methylation; MSAP analysis; gene
expression analysis through gRT-PCR, GUS analysis, single- and
multi-probe in situ hybridisation and recently, the highthroughput
NGS technology.

The expertise on plant cellular and molecular biology is certified by
more than 80 original scientific papers and several international
collaborations.

Scientific production

Paper in refereed journals: more than 80, among them more than 70
listed in ISI WEB of Knowledge; 3 book chapters; Invited Lectures and
Communications to Congress more than 20.

Editorial activities

Referee for different journals (Annals of Botany, Planta, Plant Journal,
Plant Physiology, Journal of Experimental Botany, Plant Cell, Plant
Physiology and Biochemistry, Genome, Journal of Plant Growth



Regulator, Heredity, Functional Plant Biology; Marine Genomics, PLant
Cell Reports, Chenosphere)

Referee for MIUR projects and for Scientific European and American
Agencies

Main Projects

_ PON RICERCA E COMPETITIVITA' 2007/2013 - ASSE I SOSTEGNO
Al MUTAMENTI STRUTTURALI OB. OPERATIVO 4.1.1.4 : SILA project
( Integrated System of Laboratories for Environment). (Member of
Scientific Committee and Co-coordinator of Line Laboratory “Omic

integrated platform”
- PON RICERCA E COMPETITIVITA' 2007/2013- Progetto Spread Bio
Oil cod. 01_00293. WP. Plant Biology: gene functional

characterization). (Coordinator of Work-package)

_ PON RICERCA E COMPETITIVITA' 2007/2013- Progetto SIGIEC, (
Integrated system for coast erosion prevention) cod. 01_02651
(Partecipant to Research Unit)

- POR-FSE 2007/2013 - AQP Atto I, Azione 2, Laboratorio "Mission
oriented" Agribiotech LAB Calabria. (Member of Scientific Committee
and Coordinator of Research Unit of University of Calabria).

- POR-FSE 2007/2013 - AQP Atto I, Azione 3 — Project “My Darling
Clementine” of AZIENDA AGRICOLA SAN MAURO. (Coordinator of
Work-package n°3)

- Programs of National relevance - PRIN 2004-2006 (Prot.
2004071108_002) and 2006-08 (Prot. 2004071108_002). (Coordinator
of Research Unit of University of Calabria).

_PON “Ricerca Scientifica, Sviluppo Tecnologico e Alta Formazione”
2000-2006, ambito tematico “ Analisi e prevenzione del rischio
ambientale.

(Coordinatore di un' unita operativa del sottonodo regionale del Centro di
Competenza Tecnologica “Impresa Ambiente”)

_ PON “Ricerca Scientifica, Sviluppo Tecnologico e Alta Formazione”
2000-2006, ambito tematico “ Biologia avanzata".

(Partecipante ad un' unita operativa del sottonodo regionale del Centro
di CompetenzaTecnologica )

_ PON “Ricerca Scientifica, Sviluppo Tecnologico e Alta Formazione”
2000-2006, ambito tematico 2 " Tecnologie Agroalimentari”
(Coordinatore di un unita operativa del sottonodo regionale del Centro di
Competenza Tecnologica Ce.R.T.A)
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Giannino D. , Bitonti M. B. A. , Chiappetta A. A. C. , " The aroma



biogenesis-related Olea europaea ALCOHOL DEHYDROGENASE
gene is developmentally regulated in the fruits of two Olea
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